
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Newsletter 
June 2015 

104 West Main Street, Stafford Springs, Connecticut 06076 

Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness 
continues through all generations; you established the earth, and it endures. Your laws 
endure to this day, for all things serve you. If your law had not been my delight, I would have 
perished in my affliction. I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have preserved my 
life. Save me, for I am yours.  ~ Psalm 119, 89-94 

 The Feast of Pentecost is one of the most important celebrations in the Old Testament. 
The Lord had led His people Israel out of Egypt, out of slavery into freedom. Fresh in their 
memories were the wonderful acts with which God had delivered them: the plagues, the death 
of the first born, the Passover meal, the deliverance through the waters of the Red Sea. Now 
they were camped at the foot of Mount Sinai. What was next? 

Seven weeks into their wandering, the Lord spoke to His chosen people. As a newly 
liberated people, they received God’s law, which He would inscribe on stone tablets. This was 
the day of Pentecost (meaning “fiftieth day”). In the days of the Temple, this day also celebrated 
the first harvest of the year, when the first fruits of the fields were dedicated to the Lord. 
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The Southern Wall at its base are the Steps that 
Peter and the Apostles preached from on Pentecost



 
 We, living in the Church Age, remember the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus, only a few 
weeks ago. We too remember the mighty acts by which He has led us out of slavery to sin, and 
into freedom in Christ: The wounds, the death of the Father’s Only-Begotten, the gift of the 
Lord’s Supper, the deliverance and new birth through the waters of the Baptismal Font. Now we 
share in Christ’s resurrection and have the promise of eternal life. What next? 
 Like the Israelites before us, we must follow God’s law so that we will not fall back into 
sin and become slaves again. The Feast of Pentecost celebrates the founding of the Church on 
earth, when newly redeemed Christians were given the law—this time not written on tablets of 
stone, but on tablets of flesh: human hearts. It also commemorates for us the first great harvest 
of the Church, when Peter and the apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, brought into the barn of 
the Church a harvest of 3000 newly baptized Christians—men and women in whom God 
planted a seed, and who grew to maturity. 

 God has saved us by delivering us from our sins! He rose from the dead to give to us 
eternal life! It is out of appreciation of love that we follow Him, and we know His law is good 
because it will keep us from losing the freedom He won for us. During this festival, as we 
conclude our 50-day-long Easter celebration, we will explore how empowered by the Holy 
Spirit we can show our gratitude to the Lord for the freedom He has given us. We will share the 
fruits of the Spirit which are God’s gifts to us.  

May God bless you and help you to appreciate His gifts to you. May we rejoice in the law 
He gives, that we might enjoy the freedom He has won for us! 

Pastor Tom  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Model City Southern Wall as it appeared in the time of Christ.  
Steps on far right at base of wall



Generational Communication 

Communications can be a tricky thing,   I’m just a fool who’s been misunderstood, which 
by the way is from a song over 50 years old.   The words we use and our world views differ 
greatly over the different generations.   “Timeout” when I was growing up was the amount time 
it took you to regain consciousness, and when you stuck your finger in a bulb socket, you were 
“grounded”.   I recently said to a young couple “I’d like to extend to you a Laurel and Hardy 
welcome” trying to be funny, but they didn’t see the humor in it.   They didn’t know who Laurel 
and Hardy were.   Not only that they did not know what a ‘laurel’ was and they thought Hardy 
was where the burgers are charcoal broiled.  What we have here is a failure to communicate.   A 
generational divide. 

Our communications between different age groups can lead to misunderstandings that can 
have a major impact on individual relationships as well as organizational relationships.   Where 
there was once a three generational model, grandparents, parents and children in a congregation 
there are now up to six generations with different world views and language usage in one 
congregation.   This makes it very easy to be misunderstood.   The values of each generation are 
similar, but expressed differently.  The ELCA and just about every business and organization 
have spent millions on studies to enhance their communications with their  customers and 
within their own organizations.   Let me give you an example.  Do to my fathers passing when I 
was  5 years old, the impartation of manhood fell to my Grandfather Welch, a man born two 
centuries ago.  Born in 1890 he lived thru an influenza epidemic, two world wars, a great 
depression and two police actions, he lost many friends and family during each of these events. 
On top of all this he lost his only son to Polio.   His first job was driving a team of horses and he 
lived to see a man on the moon.   This world view was imparted to me: Stand tall; be a man of 
honor; always tell the truth; on time is ten minutes early; be respectful of others and your elders; 
do what you say your going to do; if a man is paying you a $1 an hour work like he is paying 
you $2 and you will never go wrong; use your manners; and don’t be afraid to admit when your 
wrong.   For example when I was about eight years old we were walking down the street and a 
man wearing a suit walked by.   My Grandfather said hello, exchanged some brief pleasantries, 
tipped his hat and walked on.   He asked me as we went on do you know why I tipped my hat, I 
replied because he is rich?   He said goodness no, I tipped my hat out of respect for his 
accomplishments.   He also told me that if a woman were to break wind in mixed company that 
I should excuse myself so as not to cause her embarrassment.   What I am speaking about is 
cultural differences that once understood, can be overcome.   I was taught to be a man of my 
word, and if I said I was going to do something, I would do it no matter what.  It was a point of 
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honor.   If I asked my grandfather why, his response, because I said so, and that was the end of 
it.   Well that is simply not going to cut it with our younger generations.  If you give them a 
reason and they buy into it, Katie bar the doors.  They will bring energy and commitment to the 
task at hand.   The older and generations tend to feel that the 13-31 year olds are shallow, but 
there are new rules for engagement.  There are 60 million of them.  93% of them are on a social 
network.  There are 800,000,000 on face book world wide.  My generation’s moral code is 
based on absolutes, theirs is based on their experience, they ask why.  You have to give them a 
reason.  They are taught that life is easy, when things get tough, they wonder what is wrong 
with them, which leads to all kinds of anxieties.    They will wait to the last possible moment to 
commit to appointments.  With the world changing and so many technological advancements 
they are afraid to commit to anything, even a cell phone purchase, because something new and 
better may come along tomorrow.   When they give an older person a nick name, or a flip 
answer that person might think it disrespectful or rude, when in fact to them, it is a sign of 
respect and acceptance.  For example “were just going to wing it” make me go crazy, thats not 
an answer, when in fact it means we have it under control don’t worry.  They learn best from 
stories that put things into context.  They are more interested in friends and community than 
stuff.   They are very loyal, but you need to earn it.   People don’t care what you know until they 
know how much you care. 

Much of the hurt that congregations experience are unintended, it is merely a 
misunderstanding between brothers and sisters in Christ.  We must look to the heart of a person 
not necessarily the words or tone, and simply say I don't understand what you mean.  I highly 
recommend a book  titled Congregational Differences Uniting Six Generations in the Church by 
Carroll Anne Shepard.    It is available on line and is very informative and an easy read.   If you 
have ever thought what in the world are they thinking (young or old)  get the book.   Both the 
older generations and the younger need to learn to be aware of these differences and learn to 
express themselves in terms that will relate to each other.  Paul writes “I become all things to all 
men that I may save some of them by what ever means are possible ( 1 Cor. 9:22 LB) . 

 LORD we come before you in the name of Jesus with praise and thanks giving.   We ask 
that you would guide your people granting us wisdom and discernment in all our  
communications.   Help us to search out the heart of one another, that we may be used by The 
Holy Spirit to propagate Your Gospel, and that we may recognize Your Holy Spirit in each 
other.    Amen. 

Mike Welch  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Pastoral Care 
Contact information for  
Rev. Thomas S. Drobena; ‘Pastor Tom’ 
Office phone: 860-684-7571 
Cell phone: 860-806-2440 
Email address: thomas.drobena@yale.edu 
  
Mailing address:  
7 Green St. Stafford Springs, CT 
06076-1334 
President Michael Welch 
Cellphone: 860-982-3697 
Email –  mikeswelch49@gmail.com 
Church – htlc-church@att.net 
Website – holytrinitystafford.org  
Editor -Walter Kovaciny 
Photography - Michael Welch 

Members of the Council are: 
Rev. Thomas S. Drobena 
President – Michael Welch 
Vice-President – Leonard Lichanec 
Acting Treasurer – Sheila Welch 
Secretary – Amelia Hinchliffe 
Financial Secretary – Leigh Maxa 
Andrew Fisher 
Cathy Lichanec 
Michael Marvonek 
Patricia Marvonek 
Service Teams 
✝ Worship & Music Team: Leigh Tremblay 
✝ Property Team: Andrew Fisher, 
Michael Marvonek, Adam Tremblay and 
Michael Welch 
✝ Learning & Youth Group Team: 
Rev. Thomas Drobena, Melissa Fisher, Nan 
Hayden, Walter Kovaciny, Cathy & 
Leonard Lichanec 

The next church newsletter will be for 
July and August.  So, if anyone is making 
plans for the congregation, please note the 
deadline in the June calendar for getting 
news to Walter Kovaciny, Newsletter 
Editor.  Remember the newsletter is only as 
good as the information that is submitted to 
be included. 

STAFFORD  
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY    

We will be meeting on the SECOND 
TUESDAY of the month from 6:00-7:30 
pm at the Stafford Public Library.  Our 
next meeting is June 9, 2015. 

 We welcome individuals who would like 
to attend and knit, crochet, or quilt these 
much needed prayer shawls.  (We'll even 
teach you to knit or crochet!)  Join in a 
ministry that brings God's grace, peace, 
comfort, love, joy, and hope to those in 
need.  If you cannot make the meeting but 
want to make prayer shawls at home, we'll 
even pick them up.  If you or your pastor 
knows of anyone who could use a prayer 
shawl, we’ll arrange for one to be picked 
up.  Please contact Kathy Aborn at 
860-684-9484 for information or pick up 
arrangements. 
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Shut-in Members of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church 

Attn: Mrs. Barbara Bulick 
Emeritus 
1715 Ellington Rd. Room # 212 
South Windsor, CT 06074-2702 
Ms. Shirley Kaba 
7 High St. 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-1215 

Attn: Ms. Barbara Kovaciny 
Evergreen Health Care Center 
205 Chestnut Hill Rd., Room # 1105 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-4005 

Mr. Paul C. Kovaciny 
242 East St. 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-3923 

Ms. Anna Mandak 
21 Old Monson Rd. 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-3343 

Mrs. Tonia Marvonek 
Evergreen Health Care Center 
201 Chestnut Hill Rd., Rm. # 2107 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-400  

Anniversaries 
         03 – Bob & Judy Titus 
         06 – Al & Amy VanDyk 
         22 – Leonard & Cathy Lichanec  
Birthdays 

11 – Elizabeth Murray 
15 – Cathy Lichanec 
17 – Gary P. Brown 
17 – Casandra ‘Cassie’ Tremblay 
19 – Hannah VanDyk 
26 – Barbara Hoffman 
28-   Dianne Pallo 

!  
          Cathy Lichanec has enrollment forms      

Graduates 
I forgot to ask in the May 2015 newsletter 
if anyone was graduating this year.  So, it 
anyone has graduated or will be soon, 
p l e a s e s e n d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t o 
walterkovaciny@cox.net or place the 
notice in the newsletter folder at church.  
Thanks.  The news is better late than not at 
all. 
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Rev. Dr.. Drobena Pastored this 
Jerusalem Church for 2 years 
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June – July Service Schedule 

You’ll notice the hymnals have changed.  We will be using the Cranberry Hymnals up to the 
Advent season. These reading are from for from the Evangelical Lutheran worship on page #39 
through #41, Series B. 

Tellers        Ushers  Worships Assistants  Reader 

June 7, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. – The Body and Blood of Christ – White    
Deuteronomy 8: 2-3; Psalm 147: 12-20; 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17; John 6: 51-58   

     Amelia Hinchliffe  Melissa Fisher  Stacy Fisher          Daniel Lichanec 
      Sheila Welch             Walter Kovaciny Sheila Welch 

June 14, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. – The Third Sunday after Pentecost – Green  
Ezekiel 17: 22-24; Psalm 92: 1-15; 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, [11-13], 14-17; Mark 4: 26-34  

    Cathy Lichanec  Walter Kovaciny Stacy Fisher  Ruth Boyles 
                Michael Welch  Debbie Lewis             Michael Welch 

June 21, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. – The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – Green  
Job 38: 1-11; Psalm 107: 1-32; 2 Corinthians 6: 1-13; Mark 4: 35-41  

   Amelia Hinchliffe     Daniel Lichanec Cathy Lichanec Stacy Fisher  
               Sheila Welch  Leonard Lichanec Stacy Fisher 

June 28, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. – The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Green  
Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2: 23-24; Psalm 30: 2 Corinthians 8: 7-15; Mark 5: 21-43  

Cathy Lichanec A Volunteer  Cathy Lichanec Michael Welch  
 Michael Welch Walter Kovaciny Debbie Lewis 

July 5, 2015 – 10:00 a.m. – The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost – Green  
Ezekiel 2: 1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12: 2-10; Mark 6: 1-13  

           Walter Kovaciny A Volunteer   Stacy Fisher  Daniel Lichanec 
Leonard Lichanec        Walter Kovaciny         Sheila Welch 

  

Altar Guild       Typist 
Set Up – Andrew, Melissa and Stacy Fisher   June – Leigh Maxa 

Remove – Leigh Maxa     July – Stacy Fisher 
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Worship in the traditional place of The Upper 



  

Click here to email Ginger 

Boom Chicka Boom, 
Ginger & Knute 
Ginger Brownell, Development Administrator 
Knute Ogren, Director of Development  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*** Coming Events *** 

June 2015 

03, 17 – Bible Study at Mike and Sheila Welch’s home – 7:30 p.m. 

11 – Barnabas, Apostle, Vespers – 7:30 p.m. 

13 – Saturday Camp – 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

13, 27 – Safe Net Distribution – 9:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

19 – Deadline for submitting information for the July and August newsletter 

21 – Golden Rule Kids Club – 11:15 a.m. 

25 – Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, Vespers – 7:30 p.m. 

28 – Social Hour – 11:15 a.m. 

29 – Peter and Paul Apostles, Holy Communion – 7:30 p.m. 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
104 West Main St. 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Web site address 
www.holytrinitystafford.org 
Address Correction Requested 

Slovak Zion Synod – ELCA 
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